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The Paper that Changed My Fuiure

of monetary value. Do not misundersiand me. | am not some penny pinching
scronge. Bul having money, especially when ong is planning to go to
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ollege, helps & 1ot Well | did not actually receive cash, but close Lo it 1t
all began when | received a letier saying thet | had won a scholarship
covering full tuition at Western Maryland College. Mow entering my third
month of college, | am still feeling the effecis

The first repercussions of my winning the scholarship were that
my choice in school was entirely altered. | had applied for eariy decision
to Dickinson College, and regular decision to American University. | was
accepted at both. At thiz point | thought | was going to Dickinson. They
hiad taken me under early decision. Then came the guesiion of money, and
my parents were starting with financial lectures on hiowr muych things cost
Growing up my parents had both gone through financial straits. My father
worked his way through college, and my mother through nursing school. |

was hit from both sides by a bombardment of complaints, all connect ted in

some way with dollar signs. | obiained no Tinancial aid, for my parents
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were so careful with their money that they had saved enough to i
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io pay almost nothing should have made me re

overbes rmg before, now they were ridiculous. | turned eighieen oh

It was not 1ike | was some Kind of party animal. My parenis saw that they
vere 105ing me, and were trying all they could 1o held on. My Mom was

raised on a farm where she did not have electricily, and my Dad grew up in

a back water fishing town on the Eastern Shore that has not changed much
in more than a decade. Both of them saw any form of disagreement from
their children as & sign of disrespect. My father especially needed control.
He even called the school and tried 1o have me pul in the honor suiiss,
were WL originally had me placed. | did not want to feel isolated, so |
had myself roomed in a regular freshman dorm, Rouzer. The school called
me and told me what my father had done, so things went from bad to worse
between us. | fell like there was @ two generation gap between my

parenits and me thatl would never be bridged.
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Mov that | am at school | am still feeling the effects of having

won the scholarship. My parents have changed their tune entirely. They
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would tecture me every time | went out about safe driving procedures.

Thay gave me the Keys, and then tied additional gualifications to it, such
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aving to call them when | arrived ot o friend's house. They did not
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ust anyone, even me. | think thet winning the scholarship made them
realize that financially | do not really need them, so they are trying to
grasp on anyway they can. | have decided to 1et them pay for this year,
then over the summer | will get a job and pay for next year on my own.
Thanks Lo the scholarship | do not owe a 1ot | can work hard to get money
r the summer, and during the school gear devole my time 1o getting the
most out of it { can. | realize the scholarship saved me a 1ot of grief

oelween my parents and me, my pocket and me, and basically in the overall

rerhaps | am too close to home, only Torty minutes away, but financial
independence is worth it. My relationship with my parents has not changed
much, at least from my point of view, though my Mother seems to have
changed a bit: we can at least communicate civilly. | can not even tatk to
my father on the phone without wanting to strangle him,for somewhere the
tines of trust between my father and | wers severed, 17 there was any
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irust at all. | am nol sure the scars will ever hesl. | only hope that when |
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me, not Dad's and Mom's Hitle girt anymore. | thought winning the
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scholarship would maks my parents realize that | am not 3 child, instead
they seem Lo try io grasp on even tighter: over spring break my parents
tried Lo inflict & midnight curfew, though they know that at schaol | do not
follow any set time o be in, nor is any enforced. | made sure they knew
this. One day maybe they will accept and understand me for who | am, not
the child they used to bounce on their knee. Until then | intend to live life
a5 | chose. My parents will have to learn to accept that, as | learn to
accept them, but not their rules. Having the scholarship allows me the
freedom o be able Lo strike out on my own and express myself without th
fear that they will financially cut me off.

Overall the scholarship has affected me in almost every aspect of
my life. It has determined where | am, local and grade wise, how | am, at
least with my parents, and most of all who | will be: having a free ride

rough coliege will allow me the chance to achieve more, and therefore,

ffect what career opportunities will be open to me. The scholarship has
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alsn changed my perspective on my parents, and the unlimited possibilities

apen 1o me to improve myself. Thanks WHC



