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they’re new shoes is.how come. 1 ought to have wore my tennis
shoes, but I wanted Yo look good and tennis shoes don’t look
good with a dress, do
MARY. You look very
LUELLEN. Jimmy surely does like you.
MARY. Luellen, I want ygu—
LUELLEN. When he come\home after that tim¢, you was all
he could talk about. “Miz Hanson took me to the circus” and
Miz Hanson bought me this and give me that/ and brung me
there.” You sure must of spent a lot of your tirne with him. One
time, he said you even took him 0v¥i to your house and he had
supper in your big ol dinin’ room, then yot took him to a movie
.. . He sure is a pretty little boy, ain’t he?
MARY. Yes. He is.
LUELLEN. Got the longest eyelashes. Looks like my daddy.
OF Ray thinks he looks like him, but he domt. Looks "zactly like
my daddy. My daddy surely was a looker, too. How come you
to put him in a place where they never fed him and they whupped
him all the time?
MARY. They didn’t whip him. I wouldn’t have let anyone—
(Stops herself.) And he gained weight while he was there.
LUELLEN. (Seeing the baby clothes on the desk.) Oh-h-h. Oh, look
at that. Ain’t those cute? Can I take one out? (Wiping her hands
on her skirt.) My hands is clean. (Picks up a little yellow jumpsuit.)
Ain’t that the most precious . . . Look at how little! Oh-h-h, and
look here. Look, it’s got a little blue duckie on it. ( Laughs.) A lit-
te blue duckie with a itty-bitty red eye. Did you see that part?
( Holds it out at arm’s length.} So little. You forget how little they
was. Tiny arms . . . teeny little legs . . . s0 little . . . (And sud-
denly she clutches the clothing to her, closes her eyes and bites her lip hard.)
MARY. (Afier a brief pause, moves toward her comfortingly.) Luel-
len—
LUELLEN. (Mouves away just before Meary touches her clutching the
Jumpsuit.) You 'member that Miz Botts lives ‘cross the hall from
me? That one was so nosey and was always tellin’ lies on me and
Ray? She’s in the hospital. They come and took her yesterday.
MARY. I'm . . . I'm sorry to hear—
LLUELLEN. T ain’t going to go visit her neither. She’s probably
got cancer. Gonna get all her insides eat up. That's what Ray

says.
. 24
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MARY. Luellen. When You quit going to group, did . . . did
you ask about seeing someone privately over there? I could — ’
> LUELLEN. And I don’t care if she does either. Could I have L
some water now? I'm real, real thirsty. ( Luellen stands turned away
Jrom Mary who watches h Jor a moment. As Mary turns and starts to :
move, the lights fade down\and the sound Jades in. Mary Kas looked ;
toward the door as though she 1ght get the water outside, butdecides it is
better not to leave Luellen alo x\:zgaiira and, so, she pours fer a drink of I

whatever is in the thermos.)
MARY’S VOICE. . . br
burned hands and told the
Mr. and Ms. James then left immy in h
would be right back, but did n\tgt return, Qri/ E
was again placed in the Swinﬁ%r foster' h e.a};)'ate February ]
23. The worker was finally able to\confact Mr, ahd Ms. James’,

After lengthy discussion in which | became alternately de-

fensive and angrily aggressive — at_times even threatening the

worker—the worker succeeded/i explaining that a petition

would be filed— (Out.) /

TFRMARY. (Over fading dz'c.tatiq/ ") Here’s your / - (Luellen turns,
—Jakes the cup and drink -) You walked a very long way on a very \
\ hot day to see me . /. Lu’el]en;?l o« (Luellen looks at her quickly and \l\\ \
then away.) and 1 would like to know why Zwhat I can do to help . r L
yo‘L;zz)ut you are going to have to Le!l'*rnéé&\_@mpmsﬁ,)‘wm_% C\t\(x’u\"\ e N
you? ( No response. ) Well. P sorry, T'wish I 'had more time, but
I do have this aﬁ&i;: s0, if you'll let me get my things
together, I'll take you— |
LUELLEN. {Quickly and with a new energy.) \No, but, see, see, |
got this real good idea. Ifs real good, too. See, Im fixin’ to
move out on ol Ray. He just don’t know it yet, but I am, I'm
goin’ to get me a place to live and I'm goin’ to get me a job
maybe with the phone company maybe. My girlfriend works
for the phone company. Or a waitress. I could do that. ‘r
MARY. Jobs are a litde hard to find these days, but . . . but l
that sounds . . . I think you'd enjoy working . . , — |
LUELLEN. (Big smile.) I think I would, too. And my girlfriend !
lives in a duplex and her neighbors is goin’ to move maybe and I |

could move in there if they did. Ifs got a fenced-in backyard
and a big side yard and I wouldn’t even let oI’ Ray even come {

ruary 17 Jimmy

visit only if he got over doin’ them things.

‘a\\'\\\ .
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MARY (Realizing.) Wait a minute—

LUEN{%{C(Gaiﬁ"gm“}Lknow he don’t mean to. He just loses

his temper sometimes 1s all;-but he's gettin’ a whole lot better
"hout it since we went to that group. 1 sure do ‘preciate you L
makin’ us go to.them meetir’s. See, we had a lot of pressure on
us and we was probably just takin’ it out on—
MARY. Luellen. Wait 2 minute here.
LUELLEN. No, no. 1 :Riﬂgvouldn’t let him come and stay. Not
no matter how much he yelled_at me or how much he begged
me, he couldn’t. A daddy don’t™need to be with his son like a
mama does. (Slightly choked, but going~ap.) A mama needs to be
with her child. You know that, don’t you? 1 know you do and
I'm goin’ to get a place for me and Jimmy to live and you can-—
MARY. You know thats—
LUELLEN. (Going on.)- And you could come visit Jimmy
everday. You co d-take him out in your car and you could buy
him a ¢ #d ask him questions . . . I'd share him with you.

< could share him. (She looks pleadinigly at Mary. Pause.)
MARY. Luellen, please don’t do this to yourself.
‘LUELLEN. I ain't—
MARY. You're hurting yourself with this. You're building up a
1 fantasy that—
ti.jl LUELLEN:\L\E_\ ain’t a fantasy. I thought it all out.

) MARY. Thinking.it out doesn’t mean it can happen that way.

- LUELLEN. (4 protest:). Yes!

o8 MARY. No. I'm sorry. .
( VAR LLEN. ( Looks at her Mt_quiet!y.) You ain't sorry.
(‘ MAR Vedeseam. I'm sorry for how you feel right now. I

) know how very— t{\}é\&ﬁ -\\\\:Q\& Lo j’h-’\"f?\ O )

qﬂLUELLEN. You know what? You know what it's like to have Q..

: your kid stole by the Welfare? To sit in a room and remember 4okt
& - that your little boy ain’t bein’ quiet ‘cause he’s sleepin’ or into Q\QQN\
somethin’, but that he’s bein’ quiet ‘cause he ain’t even there no o
more. And you don’t know where he is or when he’s comin’

re

o 3 ‘back? You don't know. I

_— MARY. No. I guess . . . poonecan. - really . . . but you have Rap

L o, . O ORI ioad AN e

C LUELLEN. (Watching her coldly.) What? I have to what? Forget ,‘rwge,‘{\“\
about him? You ain’t got no kids, do you?

MARY. No.
dalg \ha ) 96
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LUELLEN. No. You want one? v" . [0, A
MARY. Someday- ¢ X ! y A it “
LUELLEN. Like my Jimmy? (Mary doesn’t answer this.) 1 know
ou like him a whole lot. You like him better than the other
&  ones? He your favorite? You know what of Ray told me oncet LU RE
= after you'd come out to visit? He said, “You better watch out, [ e%; 2
g™ |

(.S“/Lu girl. That woman wants yo 2
> gonna get him, too.” That's what he said, but 1 didn’t believe © - |
- him. Sometimes, though, that Ray knows v}v)&a’g he's talkin’ |
" "pout. You got him? e sl - R g '
__-MARY. What? = “QQ“G"G-; o e \A__-—-—_.Ei\ ¥y 10 .
LUELLEN. You got him at your house, ain’t you? R
MARY. No. Thats— NS Losnel Pes '
LUELLEN. You don’t want me to know where you live cause™ e Lo Y
les here, Luellen. — |

 MARY. Thisis 2 State agency- There are ra

" Fven if [ wanted to do something like —
o. You want 0 and you did. (The |
|

LUELLEN. Oh, you want t
two look at each other a long moment.)
care about Jimmy :

MARY. (Rmsonab{y.) No matter how much 1
—and I do, 1 care about him — that simply isn't the reason he

. was taken out of your home. You know that. 1 did not “steal” 1

’ him. He is not at my house. Ok? Now. [ want you to tell me \

precisely what it is you think I can do, SO 1 can angwer you in as \

A clear a way as possible . . . SO we understand each other. \
\ LUELLEN. (Trying to be “easonable” in furn.) 1 want to Se¢ Jimmy.

MARY. I understand that, but what do you want me 0 do? lll
LUELLEN. I want you to | L

go get him.
do that. 1 don’t have th

at authority. It's out of

MARY. I can't
my hands. ~ * : : . \
- You g get bim and bring him here.
MARY. I cant= © = 0N ThRES
o get hiir sl
4 what the judge

he courtroom. You hear

"MARY. You were int

- said.
LUELLEN. Then call him.

30 MARY. Who?
. LUELLEN. Call that Jud

<

e :

\@)’ M&W argue with you—
¢ LUELLEN. La im. —

' 4 27
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Tell him I can have
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MARY. This interview is ended.
LUELLEN. Call him. (She moves in on Mary.)
MARY. I can't call the Judge!

LUELLEN. Yes, you ¢
and menacing.) And you better.

MARY. ( Backing —fear showing.) Luellen.
LUELLEN. You better do it. (
MARY. Get out of my face. -
LUELLEN. ( Fists clenched.) 1 mean il
MARY. Now . . . stop this!
LUELLEN. If you don’t, T'll

an! (Continuing to move in on Mary—cold

She is almost in Mary's face.)

do something. T'll hurt you. 1 can.
¢ her fists and as she does,

gﬁ L ain’t kiddin’ either. ( Luellen begins to rais
Q—"_‘E‘\i?c Mary starls to turn lo Tun from her, but instead knocks into the chair with
7 everything still piled on it. The chair overturns making a loud crashing
’\5 )gp_yy_cj,,ﬂzum&h causes both women to stop. Mary is almost immedzately

S chagked Linta..fawudné,ggém\%&ed-

(Qm?-_cod—damnit! God-damn-it! { Tyrns on Luellen who sieps
%\g -  who_the hell do ialefou are? What do you
think you're doing here? You can't ever —not ever in this life—

see that child again. Not ever.

LUELLEN. (More of a ¢y.) Yes, I can.
MARY. Do you think the State or the Judge would put that lit-

tle boy back after what you did?
LUELLEN. I didn’t . . . L never done— Ray. Ray done it.

MARY. You! You! Face that reality at least. You. You ad-
mitted it to me, to the Judge— =T ety &
LUELLEN. (Shaking her head.) Ray.
MARY. Ray may have donea lot ©
ellen. ‘

LUELLEN. (Childltke. } Well . . . he made me.
MARY. He made you hold that child’s hands on a hot stove nl

he had first and second degree burns? Tll tell you one thing,
Ray couldn’t have made me do thattY " oe¥ed O
LUELLEN. (Meekly.) We was just teaching him—

. MARY. (Going on.) And, then, you ran off and left him, just left
him —and in all the months we've had him in foster care, you
haven’t contacted me once, notone time, to find out how he was

f it, but not that last, Lu-

%doing. So why today? Why do you people suddenly turn up out
)

{ the blue and think— Christ. (Takes a breath 10 calm herself.) We

explained everything to you six months ago. ( Brigf pause.) You

28




could hold a gun to my head or a X

wouldn’t get him back for you
<~ FLLEN. What am [ gonna co-
MARY. I don’t know. ( Pause.) See
appoint— T SO% QO\R‘
LUELLEN. Talkin’ to a stranger ain’t goin’ to help.
MARY. It can. 5 TN
LUELLEN. I was right ‘bout you wantin’ Jimmy, wasn't 1?7 ( No
answer.) 1 know I was. That's how come me to come (0 S€¢ you.
It gets so quiet sometimes. I thought you'd understand about it.
Ray told me. He said, “The Welfare don’t understand nothin’
*bout people’s feelin’s. They ain’t never goin’ to help you.” ( Brief
pause.) My girlfriend’s fixin’ to have a little baby. I been givin’
her all Jimmy’s baby things. o N A B
MARY. I'm sure that's very hard for you.
LUELLEN. I'm givin’ her a baby shower at my house. ( Poirt-
ing to the clothes.) Could I have one of those to give to her? (Mary
gives her two boxes.)
MARY. I wish you'd let me get you ‘1 to see someone. ( Luellen
goes over and puts her shoes on.) FRANT
LLUELLEN. Don’t hurt none.
MARY. At least, let me take you—’%%‘& \\@R@. b
LLUELLEN. I don’t want you to.
MARY. (Taking change from her billfold.) Let me give you bus
fare, then. (Mary hands her the money and Luellen takes 1t without say-
ing anything.) Tm . .- I'm sorry I lost my . . . I shouldn’t have . . .
( Luellen, without ever looking at Mary, turns and walks out, leaving
Mary standing there watching her. The lights and sound cross fade.) '
MARY’S VOICE. . . . and on the third visit the Jonson’s pre-
sented Jimmy with a new tricycle which he loved. Allin all, the
worker felt that the three trial visits with the prospective adop-
tive parents were most successful. Jimmy was taken to the State
Office for final adoptive placement with his new family on Sep-
tember 3, ’82. This file is being transferred to the office in Syca-
more County. (4 sigh.) Right. Next case. ( Lights and sound start
fading down.) Last name: Albert. First name: Joan. CW num-
ber— (Sound and Lights.)

o

END
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6 AT HOME (SPLIT, PART 1) —b\yg‘

|
Cazow. (Off.) What? S -1
PavL. Nothing. (Into phone.) Hi, Jean? Anyone S \
there? Jean, are you listening. If you're there please % (%) 'w\
pick up, it’s someone you're dying to talk to. It’s Paul. =\ \
Of Paul and Carol. You're not, there are you- No. Well, LN
1 was just calling cause . - - L Was . - - well, we'll see ‘
you in a little while. No, that’s ot true, is it? No, by '

the time you listen 4o this we'll have already seen you- \
all had a great time and you'll be back \
1

= &
o

And we'll have
home listening t0 thisso . - - SO what? Well, we really “S‘Q
it. It was great to see you, and your new guy; \]\ \&S |

enjoyed 1t
we really like him. He's great. You really know how 8@\

to pick 'em. And if we seemed a little wierd tonight, ok
Tm sorry, it’s just . .. OF maybe we didnt seem ><p\L- 28 \
wierd, in which case . - - (Takes phone away from & |
mouth.) What am 1 talking about? (Into phone.) Bye w" 5\*\6\‘
Jean. . & |
q‘v'@u { 86 N@Q A
CAROL (Xj"\ |

pours more wine.

(He hangs uP, goes to table,
comes into dooTW iy Q\@@g %\??* .
=X K\

CaroL. Well? - 3 EAARET SR AW |
Paur. She’s on her way- She’s notthere.= ' \jQ@L'_(J \
¢ |

(Carow. Who were you talking to? ]
Paur. Her machine. 1 condlé s g&@

i \Qawor Oh. How is it [ oie e Lo
Y (S? “Pavv. Fine. Her machine is fine. w{\\a - ]}0\,\‘,‘300 ‘
w, ’ @AROL Are you going to give me & hand? QOGX\

Paun. What happened to the other wine glass? BQ_%g

{ Carow. It broke.
Pavi. 1t proke? It just s
aroL. 1 broke it.

PavL. When? L
aroL. A few weeks ago. You put it at the edge of

the shelf. I opened the door and it fell out.
‘ 5 TR

@ T aﬂlj e q{« - 17
Lo Q. (}8- fw
TRRIE Pt op

at there and broke?




AT HOME (SPLIT, PART I) 7

Pavur. T did not put the wine glasses near the edge . fﬂf &
of the shelf. I never put the wine glasses near the edge . a0 C
of the shelf. I always put them in back. N g *’C e
CaroL. Some people broke in. Four men. They. . ° b{ ¥
moved the wine glasses to the edge of the shelf, closed ’ﬁ{//‘b 0 la L
the cabinet door and got away undetected. I didn’t call ; ° g ﬁm
the police because I didn’t want to upset you, I know /Gfm S
how important those wine glasses are to you \i Mlan oL _
PavL. They're a wedding present, Carol. It’s not (-j’.g{"/")] il
funny. N fife shird N
Caror. All right, it was only two men . E'%Py 7‘03"(‘{:& I 6;*" pVrO"
AUL. Why does everything get broken around here? e 0
Why don’t we have a single complete set on anything o / ©
any more. Fhe 7i62f;f\
g%lmox,. We'll get married again and cash in. Well +G Fho
g

ivorsed and then get married again. od go

sometimes.
AROL. So do you,]
€'re still arguing. )
PAuL. No. I mean, I don’t know. U U‘?‘ e “

Paun. You say tﬁ xzsost\incredibly stupid things Gt the
4 ! r,l %4 i .

ISR R BV L
his is still the argument, isn’t it VhaK,

gOAROL. Come on, give me a hand with the salad and . [ 0
Snow me what I'm supposed to do with that potato ?’8“\7 TN
thing creation stuff you started. ¢
Pavur. I thought I fuck everything up in the kitchen., J/‘: T
_CaroL. Sweetie, I was angry. You're not supposed to -« & f
listen to what I say when I'm angry. You're just sup- P
posed to listen to the noise. It’s just noise, it’s not [(%76(’/%%
words. It didn't happen. I didn’t say anything. I take
it all back. o
Pavur. But why did you get angry, that’s what I
on’t understand. What did I say? What did I do.
LaroL. Nothing. There was no reason. I just got
angry, that'sall. [, oy ferioe o
Paur. T thought you liked her, I thought you two
were friends.

\‘“‘_1_

o
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8 AT HOME (SPLIT, PART I) /U 0&

(:QABOL. Who? Jean? I do. I like her. I think she's
super-duper.
auL. She's a friend.

Caron. That’s right, she’s a friend. That’s why I
think she’s super-duper. That's why I'm dying to meet.
her new. boopsie, Fhat’s why I'm dying to kno % all)
about him and it’s going to be a. ggga@ning and then
they're going to go home and Jeave 1is-alone/and we

can talk about them behind their backs, Now please,
sweetie, give me a hand. AN

Paur. You're jealous of her, aren’t you. ('cj-a\"% ?giﬁ

(Charor. Oh you knmow uS married _wome! ‘wete ‘{y{s
nlways jealous of the single gals.

PavL. That’s right, make & joke’out of it.

(Caror. All right, yes, I'm jealous qf Jean. No, I'm
not jealous of Jean per se. I'm justé”f T'm pissed off, . ¢
that's all . . . I'm tired of her . \w\\‘ﬁ WL VY

P e ) \\.k(w. % \

PauL. Of what? P Sy -

(Carou. Of her god damn fucking insinuations. I'm
tired of her hoovering aroun the time . . . 1'm
tired of . . . I dom’t like the way she keeps, making
such an effort to be my friend when sh doe&n\’\t like me
all that much really and I barely l_ik‘;?r at all-ahd
she knows it and I . - - why does shé keep wanting
me to go shopping with hiri and take yoga classes ﬁ{m/l_)
have lunch. o) CoRing: ey

PauwL. But she does like )?M . Fﬂcﬁmf ?’V. L
@ABOL. She likes -you, Paul. She’s your friend. She
keeps wanting to hang around with me 56.. we 0an all
be friends so she can bé ngr_jriend and it won't look
P sbnobviougjwhat’s going on.
e g PavuL. That's bullshit.
JW > CaroL. You know what she talks about when we're

Cpd g gethel"fE\You:“'What a great guy you,are. How. Jucky
Cotvs ?"‘7 1 am. How <he wishes she had someone like you) How
R much fun she has with us, meaning you, what a perfect
71{7 o ‘couple we;}‘ﬁ:’e. mean, 1 get the point.

PSR

e e R % Serite Aap

e




AT HOME (SPLIT, PART 1) 9
that wa why do you keep A é
y why do ¥ ’\:f {r 0

: t going 1o give her the satis- [ /™ V)
faction of pot hanging ground with her. l@’d ; )9 ‘Ct‘
Paur. You're being b that? Jean is & o )0 ’ﬁ’]’f
sriend. She happens _What's wrong with : "\'
s wWrong at I have & best . lj('j:’! cé
a1l right, I'm not ‘
i, like poker, 1

like women,
t sexual. 1 just en]oy spending

ﬂ*? .y N7 * s "i'
i "7/ /PJ%%E‘

I.
sroL. Well that's terrific.

suL. You bave men

Larry, for ne- ”--f'-g"ﬂ l-= o,
g 1eQ pAN
Y Geewe

ay.
esTiving with Vickie.

It's not gexual.

friends.

e

of

needs time. He's a sloW developer.
sxisr;’t us

t, pelieve this conversation. Th\ T, ’ -
ion. > T, SeANE 7 orio

in this conV ersation

sorry aboub . - -
<why you took
it’s a little much
rot. It's not the \‘r\
er carrots. :

glass.

1 don’t recognize us
CaroL. Paul. I'm
in a good mood.

way you did. 1 mean, don
get so worked up over & car

. for you to
end of the world, you know. We do have oth
Can 1 have some wine? (PAUL pours her a
drinks. After @ moment.)
PauL. It wasn't the carrot.
(Gagou. Then what was it?
Pavr. It was your poking the carrob with a pencil- —_-
aroL. This 1s & really grown up conversation. 1feel / . 5 '
really adult. L " /'&.Mﬁ
Paur. You asked. -

aroL. Paul, could we please hav
etting us anxwh_ere.

' -{"fﬂjs stupid, This isn’t g
= I e LT selt

I NTTd




10 AT HOME (SPLIT, PART I)

? g,,PAUL We have to do the meal.
0 W~ Caror. I don’t care about the meal right now. If we
(:O don't figure out what this was all about before they
.. get here I swear when she walks through that door
> ~{ with her Elrod or Ogden or Travis or whatever his
4 name is I'm going to shove the roast down her blouse.
M@fm I can’t stand this, Paul, I can’t stand it.
avL. All rlght Wg’ll talk-talk.
AROL. Good. — "' P
A db\; UL You first. P
J% Caror. Can I have a little more wine? (He pours for
both of them. She giggles.)

Paun. What?

Caror. You're just so cute. (They drink.)

Pavurn. Well? It's your turn.

Caror. All right. Talk-talk. I want to tell you what
I think happened. This is how I see it. You were mak-
ing the salad. You were cutting the carrots. I was
putting the roast in the oven. You were talking about
Jean. Do you agree so far?

Paur. Yes.

Caron. O.K. Now . . . you were saying how much
fun Jean is. How she really listens to what you're say-
ing, how she really seems to understand you, how she’s
really interesting. (Pause.) Well, isn’t that what you
were saying.

Paur. What are you getting at.

Caror. Well I am too, god damnit, I'm all those
things.

PauL. I never said you weren't.

CaroL. It’s still my turn, let me finish.

Paur. May I just say one thing?

Caror. What?

Paur. 1 think you're all those things, too. It’s just
that I happened to be talking about Jean.

CaroL. 0.K,, you can tell me when it’s your turn.




THE RAINMAKER

LIZZIE

(Emptily)
Nothing—just nothing at all.

HC.
What did you do? Where'd you go?

LIZZIE

Well, the first three or four days I was there—I stayed in
my room most of the time.

NOAH
What'd you do that for?

LIZZIE
Because I was embarrassed!

NOAH
Embarrassed about what?

Aok SOk o 3w’

LIZZIE
Gah, use your head! I knew what I was there for—and (¥ gihieth

o whole family knew it t00. And I couldn’t stand the way
they were looking me over. So I'd go downstairs for my
meals—and rush right back to my room..I packed—1 un- LA
packed—I washed my hair a dozen times—I read the Sears, 35 tha '
Roebuck catalog from cover to cover. And finally 1 said to poredom
myself: «1 jzzie Curry, snap out of this!” Well, it was 2 Sat-
urday night—and they were all going to a rodeo dance. SO
I got myself all decked out in my highest heels and my lows Chame
est cut dress. And I walked down to that supper tab‘%‘ﬁ%
all those boys looked at me as if T was stark naked. And

an for the longest while there wasn't sound at the table

xcept for Uncle Ned slupping his soup- And then suddenly

—like a gunshot—1 heard Ned Junior say: “Lizzie, how
much do you weight”

21
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THE RAINMAKER

H.C.
What'd you say to that?

. 5

Aglefo (Squaring off)
/I said, “I weigh a hundred and nineteen pounds, my teeth
(\are all my own and I stand seventeen hands high.”

|| NoAH
That wasn’t very smart of you, Lizzie. He was just tryin’
to open the conversation. 77

Well, I guess I closed\jt. . ./ Then, about ten minutes
later little Pete came hurlying in to the supper table. He
was carrying a geography book and he said: “Hey, Pop—
where’s Madagascar?” W verybody ventured an opinion
and they were all dead s¢rong. And suddenly I felt I had to
make a good impression and heard my own voice talking
as-if it.._dj‘dn’t belong to me. I said: “It’s an island in the
Indian Ocean off the coast of Africa right opposite Mozam-
bique.” (With’a wail) Can I help it if I was good in geo-
graphy? .

Vhat happened?

) LIZZIE-
Nothing. Not a dogg ne/l’l‘ﬂg. Everything was so quiet
it sounded like the end™of the world. Then I heard Ned
bunior’s voice: “Lizzie, you\fixin’ to be a schoolmarm?”

H.C.
Oh, no!

22
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WHE RAINMAKER
LAY

Jin- &

f & LIZZIE

- And sud enly I felt like T was way back at the high-
ool dance—and nobody dancing with me. And I had a
ick feeling that I was wearing eyeglasses again the way I

used to. And I knew from that minute on that it was no go.

{So I'didn’t go to the rodeo dance with them— stayed home

and made up poems about what was on sale at Sears, Roe-
buck’s,

oy H.C.
You and little Pete?

LIZZIE

5 Yes ++ - And the day I left Sweetriver little Pete was
bawling. And he said: “You're the beautifulest girl that ever
was!”

H.C,
And he’s right! You are!

LIZZIE

(More pain than pleasure)
Oh, Pop, please . . . |

H.C.
We see you that way—he saw you that way . .,

LIZZIE
But not his big brothers!

_ H.C.
Because you didn’t show yourself right,

LIZZIE
1 tried, Pop—T tried!




