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On Saturday March 3, 2012, “The American Foundation of Equal Rights,” the sponsor of the constitutional challenge of prop 8, live streamed the reading

of a new play by Dustin Lance Black “8 the play” directed by Rob Reiner. The play portrays the case of Perry vs. Brown before U.S. Chief Justice Vaughn

Walker (played by Brad Pitt) when Prop 8 was ruled unconstitutional by the Northern District of California. In the span of an hour and a half the event

reached 30,000 people with just one click of a computer mouse, and theater history was made. How often does one have the opportunity to see a live

performance with actors such as George Clooney, Martin Sheen, and Kevin Bacon in the comfort of one’s home?

The play begins with the children of two of the plaintiffs -a lesbian couple Kris Perry and Sandy Steir, played by Jamie Lee Curtis and Christine Lahti-

commenting on their lives with their mothers. The two sons are played by Jansen Panettiere and Bridger Zadina. Periodically through the course of the play

the two mothers and their sons remind the audience that this is not just a case about laws and rules and testimony and legal arguments, but one impacting

families and lives. The audience is also introduced to the other plaintiffs, Jeff Zarrillo and Paul Katami, played by Mather Morrison and Matt Bomer, as

witnesses in the trial. All are sworn in by a court official played by Vanessa Garcia.

Early in the play the audience is informed by narrator Campbell Brown, that the U.S. Supreme Court blocked television coverage of the actual court

proceedings and that the intent of the play is to reveal what the supporters of Prop 8 did not want the public to know. From the very first lines of the play it

is clear that the play has a political message, a clear intent to inform the public as to why the court came to the decision it did, and it does so with tears and

laughter.

The best part of this production is the choices made by casting. It was incredibly fascinating to watch actors portray characters completely different than

who they are- that is acting. Some of the performers clearly showed they were not personalities, but artist portraying a slice of history. Jane Lynch’s

portrayal of Maggie Gallagher, a supporter of Prop 8, is incredibly convincing, as was George Takei’s portrayal of Dr. William Tam of the Traditional Family

Coalition. During part of the play, instead of a court debate, the audience is treated to commentary between Maggie Gallagher (played by Jane Lynch) and

Evan Wolfson (played by Larry Kramer). Much of their actual debates can be found in commentary in the Economist, and also with Anderson Cooper.

However Mr. Cooper was not portrayed in this stage reading.

The play does spend time with the deliberations of the two sides of the case, with the attorneys for the Plaintiffs, Ted Olson (played by Martin Sheen) and

David Boise (played by George Clooney) and the attorney for the Defendant, Charles Cooper (played by Kevin Bacon) presenting arguments and cross

examining witnesses, such as Chris Cofer playing a young gay man, James Pickens Jr. an expert witness, and actors Yeardley Smith, Jesse Tyler Ferguson,

and Rory O’Malley all serving to show the details of the arguments on both sides. This is not just a dry presentation of arguments. There is much comedy

and humanity in truth.

Actually the most humorous section of the production is the cross examination of Mr. Blankenhort, played by John C. Reilly, by George Clooney’s character.

It is very reminiscent of the “Who is on First” comic routine made famous by Abbott and Costello from the 1930s. One needs to remind oneself that this is

from the transcripts of the trial. This performance was not one to miss.

Laura Tull
LA Performing Arts Examiner
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